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K* OW thyſelf, was @ precept delivered 

by Solon, the Law-Grver of Athens.-- 
Deny thyſelf, was a precept delivered by the 
Chriſtian Law-Giver, Chriſt Jeſus : The firſt, 
accarding to Solon's meaning, may make Philo- 
ſophers; the laſt, we know, maketh humble | 
Chriſtians. Philoſophy multiphes Worlds, and 
fills them with Inhabitants ; for it cannot con- 


ceive that the Planets were made for Man, and 
only to illuminate this Earth, By wiſdom, 
"7 TG faith 


3.0 


ſaith St. Paul, the World knew not God. 


1 Cor. i. 21. Wordly wiſdom can penetrate ng 


deeper than the ſurface of things, when it at- 


| tempts to 20 further, it muſt call to its aid Con- 
jecture and Suppoſition z this is the beſt founda- 
tion it has to build on, and Syſtems upon Syſtems 
have been raiſed upon it; but they have vaniſb- 
ed, and muſt all vaniſh, like the baſeleſs Fabric 
of a Viſion. Nothing can fland the J. eſt, but 
the account of the Creation and Formation of all 
things given us in the Scriptures. Philoſopher: 
hok only upon Man in his preſent State; they 
make no diſtinckion between the Son of God bear- 
ing his Image and Likeneſs; and the Son of fal- 
len Man, a Maſs of Corruption, helpleſs and 


without the leaſt power. But Man, when firſt . 


created by God, had not in him the leaſt Cor- 
ruption ; he was a Creature of fuch Pupendous 


power, 


pow 
min 
Col 
Ele 


| ſuc! 


our 


(+) 


power, that the whole world was under his Do- 
minion; Nothing could poſſibly hurt him; no 
Cold co uld reach or Heat affect him: All the 
Elements were fubje#t to his Command. But of 
| ſuch a wonderful Creature, it is not poſſible in 
cur preſent State, to have a juſt Idea. Yet if 
we look to the ſecond or laſt Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 
45, 47, Chriſt Jeſus, <vben in FRE nature; 
and obſerve how all the Elements were ſubject to 
7 him, and how his word controuled them, this 
: may give us fome Idea of the power of the fir 
| Adam. Externally Chriſt appeared only like 
other men, but internally was ſeen in him the 


great power of God, bis dominiom over all nature 


are ſeen, but to things which are not ſeen, even 


their abode, but where the Eye of Man cannot 


penetrate, 


was abſolute ; it extended not only to things that 


to that internal world, where evil Spirits have 
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penetrate. Now loking at the firſt Adam jy 
this View, how can'a Doubt ariſe, that all 


that is ſeen was not made for man 1 But this 
is not attended to; man is only looked upon in his ve 4 
preſent helple fe State, ſubjett to the controul ¶ neſs 
and influence of all the Elements ; and from ſee i 
bence Philoſophers conclude that ſo many glorious 
Orbs, as the Stars, were never created by the 
wiſe Author of Nature, to twinkle now and then 
by night to Mortals.+ But this is flumbling 
at the threſhold, and ſetting out from wron g 
Principles; all therefore that is drawn from 
| them muff be groundleſs. From hence too ori- 
ginate the Contradictions and Abſurdities pro- 
pagated by Chriſtian Writers. Much has been 


faid on original Sin; but how variouſly has it 
been 


+ See Croker's Dict. under the Article, Univer/e, 


F Oy 1 


been treated! Some maintain that Adam's 


Sin is imputed to us; others ook on Sin as (444 
| | | il 
an Accident, and that we pick it up after Il 


We are born. The three firſt Chapters of Ge- | 
neſis clear up this Point: as the Reader will | 
e in the following Tract. | 


1 * 
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Page 15, line 7, for ſhall read ſhalt. 
Page 34, line 20, for Polycarp read Ignatius. 
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M OSES is the only Writer, who has given bi 

us atrue Account of the Origin of Man. bt 

What the Poets have written of it, is merely | | : 
fabulous. Mzoſes's Account is indeed ſhort, f 

but by comparing the original State of Man, 1 

as that ſets it forth, with what we all know «| ; 

to be his preſent State, we find the latter to 4 

ſtand at the utmoſt Diſtance from the former. 1 

Mofes tells us that, after God had made Man, | 

he pronounc'd him very good. The Apoſtle 28 


St. Paul fays, I Eno, that in me {that is in 
my fleſh) drwelleth no good thing. Rom. vii. 18. 
No one, I apprehend, will want this to be 
demonſtrated ; for Mankind are daily exhibit- 
r ing 


(+) 
ing full proof of this Aſſertion, that in the 
Fleſh dwelleth no good thing. But if Man at 
firſt was very good, andevery thing that was 
made in the ſix Days Creation was pro- 
nounced by God to be equally ſo, the great- 
eſt and moſt extreme change muſt have hap- 
pened fince that Period; for inſtead of every 


thing now being very good, there is nothing 
without a mixture of Evil. 


But can we not by examining the Account 
of the Creation, as given us by Moſes, tho' 
ſhort, inveſtigate this matter? In the fix 
Days Creation every thing after its kind was 
pronounced by God himſelf to be very good. 
The Earth, Moſes tells us, brought forth 
Graſs, the herb yielding ſeed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whoſe ſeed was in 
it ſelf, and God ſaw that it was good. Gen. i. 12. 

But take notice, Chap. ii. 5, the Earth is ſaid 
to want Tilling. -What could cauſe this? 
Could it not now bring forth as it did in the 
third Days Creation? No; we are told that 
it wanted Tilling, and that there was not a 
Man to till the Ground. Not a man to till 
the Ground! What was become of Adam? 
Could not he who had Dominion over the Fiſh 

k of 


G 


of the Sea, the Fowls of the Air, the Cattle, 
over all the Earth, and every thing that creep- 
eth on the Earth. Gen. i. 26. Could not he 
till the Ground? No; he was not formed for 
manual Labour; for Tillage implies Toil, 
Fatigue and Sweat of the Brow. Adam was 
created in the Image ind Likeneſs of God, a 
State as far ſuperior to Toil and Labour, as 
the Angelic is to the Human. Confider, ſays 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Lilies of the Field, how they 
grow,” they toil not, neither do they. ſpin, and 
yet' I fay unto you, that even Solomon in all his 
Glory was not arrayed like one of theſe, Matt. 
vi. 28. Labour and Toil belong only to hu- 
man Nature.---But how came there then ſo 
great an Alteration in the Earth as to want 
to be tilled? and alſo why did it want a Man 
to till it? | Certainly a great change had taken 


place in the Earth, and Adam had not pre- 


ſerved it in-that good State i in which it was 
created: wy" God. 


: „ur if Ae was not formed for ſuch fa- 
tiguing and laborious Work as Tillage, as 
undoubtedly he was not, and yet the Earth 
required and called for it, and there was only 
one Man exiſting upon it, is it not elear that 
5110 3 2 | this 


1 
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( 4 ) 
this Man had begun to alter his own State, 
which was pronounced at his Creation to be ve. 
ry good, indeed ſo to alter it as to become at laſt 
a Filler of the Ground? Rut as @ proof that a 
great Change had taken place in the Earth, 
we are told that God had not cauſed it to rain 
uon the Earth. Gen. ii: 5. Here behold the 
firſt Diviſion of the Elements: Before this 
they acted together in equal Harmony. In 
the third Days Creation Rain is not mention+ 
ed as needful to aſſiſt the Earth in its Produe-· 
tions, for it brought them forth in the ut · 
moſt Perfection, becauſe no. diviſion of the 
Elements had as yet taken place: But now 
that power was loſt ; For the Earth not only 
wanted tilling, but rain alſo, to make it give 
forth its Fruits. Before, whilſt the Ble- 
ments acted in equal harmony,” all that the 
Earth produced was very gaad; but now it 


Wanted watering, and we are told that a Mf 


went up from it, and watered the whole Face 
of the Ground. Gen. ii. 6. Here again we 
have a ſecond, intimation of things going 
wrong. Adam, as Lord and Ruler of the 
World, was to keep every thing in the goed 
State in which God. delivered them to him: 
but 1 this n State vas allared when 

the 


Co) 


as Miſt oroſe: Ford in. Miſts there is à nox- 
ious. Quality. Now here we have the- firſt 
Intimation of the Appearance of Bvil, and 
this enables us to ſolve the Queſtion how a 
Tree that had Evil in it could ariſe from that 
Earth, which at its fitſt formation was pro- 
nouneed by God ta he wery ged. That Adam 
therefore, had begun to fall : from the high 
Station in which God firſt placed him, that 
he had loſt his firſt given powet to keep the 
World in the ſame good State in which he 
received. it from God, the Evil that was in 
it, and which. now made its firſt appearance, 
is an evident Prof; for his original Domis 
nion wWus abſolute, ha could, like, the He 
Adam, Cbriſt Jeſus, command all the Ele> 
ments; and he had power'to kee the World 
in that good State in Whieh iwas leere 
eren N or oh LSD te 
yy, how. \d * 3 LIKE YON Ky AY 2 
'0; "Whos! 8 Isele u G 
created bim in his iL Lage but aften warde, 
when a change was begun n him, whieh 
clearly appears ta ave been fro dhe chenge 
breugh te ſorth im navuge; he is no mere gal- 
ed the Duage f Gods butMeſts:fays, Hen, 
b. Jae d, Gol, ed Mn of the dit of 
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(6) 


the ground, and breathed into his Noſtrils the 
breath of Life, and Man became a living Soul, 
Here obſerve the Word Created is changed 
into that of Formed, which as it diſcovers an 
alteration in the Language, ſo it likewiſe dif- 
covers an [Alteration in Man, and that God 
now formed him ſuitable to the State to which 
he was tending: For his Fall was begun, his 
Power was loſt, and he could no longer ful- 
—_ the Arſt e of God. 

At the „ Craikion, Man in the Bae of 
Ged was pronounced very good; but obſerve, 
God fays now, it is not good that Man ſhould 
be alone, I will male an Help- Meet for him. 
Gen. ii. 18. But where was this Help- Meet 
to be found? Moſes tells us, in the very 


fame Adam whom God created in his own 


Image. God ſays he, created Man in bis own 
nage, in the Image of God created he him, 
Male and Female created be them. Now tho 
Moſes ſays, Mule and Female created he'them, 
yet there was only Adam at this time exiſting. 
How ſhall we reconcile this, but by allowing 
what the very Letter of Scripture aſſerts, 
namely, that Adam was created Male and Fe- 
male; or that his Compoſition contained both 

| Natures. 


1 


Natures. But the ſtrongeſt Proof we have 
of this is Adam's own words ; for he declares, 
that the Woman, or female Nature, was 


ſes, cauſed a deep Sleep to fall upon Adam; and 
be flept, and he took one of bis Ribs, and cloſed 
up the fleſh inſtead thereof; and the Rib which 
the Lord God had taken from Man, made he à 
Woman; and brought her unto the Man, and 
Adam ſaid, This is now Bone of my Bone, and 
fleſh of my fleſh, ſhe ſhall be called Woman, BE- 
CAUSE SHE WAS TAKEN OUT of MAN. 
Gen. ii. 21, 22, 23. Can any words ex- 
preſs more clearly and fully that the Male and 
Female Nature of Adam was at this time di- 
vided? Adam himſelf aſſerts it, and gives 
the name of Voman to the female part, be- 
cauſe ſhe was taken out of Man. 


to fall upon Adam, whilſt this Diviſion was 
making. Here we have a further Proof that 
Adam's firſt created State was greatly altered, 
and that he had parted with his power: For 


| Sleep nearly reſembles Death: All the active 
| powers of Man are taken captive by it. But 
| notwithſtanding Adam was ſo greatly chang- 

| ed, 


taken out of him. The Lord God, ſays Mo- 


But Moſes gays, that God cauſed a deep Sleep 


that did not require the Drudgery of tilling 
the ground. That did not take place until he 


from him; and that as yet he did not feel any 


(%) 


rd, he was not fallen low enough to h̊'e à Til. 
ler of the Ground, tho gradually tendifrg to. 
wards it; for as yet he knew not that he W 
naked! No; he was yet in the Garden of 
Eden, which, tho' it appears to be A State 
much inferior to that of his firſt Creation, 
becauſe in Eden grew the Tree that had Evil 
in it, Gen. ii. 8, 9, nevertheleſs Was a State 


was driven outof the Garden of Eden. Gen. iii. 
23, 24. This is a proof that the divine Liſe 
or Paradiſical Nature was not quite departed 


carthly hunger and thirſt, the Cravings of 
which he was obliged afterwards to ſatisfy by 
tabouring and toiling ; by tilling the ground, 
and obtaining food by the ſweat of his Brow, 
When he had eaten the forbidden fruit, the 
fatal Effect of which God in mercy forewarn- 
ed him of, ſaying to him in the Day that theu 
eateſt thereof thou ſhall ſurely die. Gen. ii. 17. 
then his Eyes were opened, and he knew that 
he was naked; that is, then the divine Life 
departed, or in other words, he died to his 
Paradiſical Nature, and found himſelf only 
an Animal of this world: In a State that ob- 
| E liged 


il. 
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liged him to toil and labour, and to till the 


ground; and to procure: Suſtenance by the 
Sweat of his Brow fora Body, whoſehungerand 
thirſt he had awakened, and which daily cal- 
led upon him for Food to ſuſtain it. Haſt thou, 


ſaid God, eaten of the Tree, whereof I com- 


nanded thee that thou ſhouldſt not eat? curſed 
is the ground for thy Sake, in Sorrow ſhalt thou 
eat of it all the Days f thy Life ; in the Sweat 
of thy face ſhalt thou eat Bread. Gen. iii. 11, 
17, 19. What an alteration is here from 
that Language, which Adam after his crea- 
tion firſt heard from God ! there was then no 
Injunction, not to eat his or that, but as all 


was very good, ſo a full permiſſion was grant- 


ed to him to take of whatever he pleaſed. 
Behold, ſaid God, I have given you every Herb 
bearing Seed, which is upon the face of all the 
Earth, and every Tree in the which is the fruit 
of a tree n Seed, to you it ſhall be for Meat. 
Gen. i. 29. 


But ks it may be aſked, how came Evil 


to ariſe out of that which God, after he had 


made it, pronounced to be very good? Were 
Ito adopt that Notion, that God created this 
World out of nothing, this queſtion I con- 


G feſs 


to) 


feſs myſelf unable to anſwer: But as I find 
not the leaſt Hint in the Scripture to ſupport 
ſuch an Opinion, I can only anſwer by aſk. 
ing another queſtion,----** How came the 
Devil to be called the Prince of this world?” 
John xii. 31, 14, 30. Was not the Do- 
minion of it given to Adam? was not he the 
ſole Prince and Ruler in it? How comes it 
then that Satan ſhould be called the Prince of 
this World? Is it poſſible to anſwer this, but 
by allowing that this World was formed out 
of the Ruins of his fallen kingdom? attempt 
to ſolve it in any other way, and every ſtep 
that is taken will be attended with inſurmoun- 
table Difficulties. But allowing that this 
world was originally Satan's kingdom, and 
that when he fell, and ruined it, God took 
it out of his power and formed the world he 
gave to Adam, out of it, every Difficulty va- 
niſhes, and the firſt and ſecond Verſes of the 
firſt Chapter of Geneſis, which have fo trou- 
bled and perplexed the learned, become eaſy 
andintelligible to the loweſt Capacity; for on 
this Ground no Suppoſition is wanted to ſup- 
porta fanciful Interpretation, Conjecture 1s 
filenced, and every thing appears to be ac- 
cording to the Letter of Scripture. 


In 
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In the beginning, ſays Moſes, God created 
the Heaven and the Earth; and then in the next 


verſe tells us that the earth was without form. 
But who, when he reads to the end of the 
Chapter, can think that God created the earth 


creation forbids ſuch an opinion, for not one 
Article, that was created or made, gives the 
leaſt room to entertain that Idea. As ſoon as 
they were made or created, they were pro- 
nounced by God himſelf to be very good. But 
Moſes ſays, the Earth was without form and 
void, and darkneſs was upon the faceof the Deep. 
Now how came things in this confuſed State? 
Is there the leaſt reaſon to conjecture that the 
Materials of this World came from God in 
thi FT God is not the Author of Con- 

0 fuſion, 


»S Poke, in his Philoſaphia facra, printed in 17954, notwith- 
ſtanding he had the Aſſiſtance of the Scriptures, like the 
heathen Philoſopher Damocritus, forms the World out of Atoms, 
bat yet confeſſes himſelf much at a loſs how to account for the 
earth's being without form and yoid, according to the Moſaic 
Account. The Hebrew Words, Toba, tranſlated without 


ity ; but conjecture comes into his Relief, and by ſuppoſing 
the formation to be according to his Creative Fancy, he brings 
every thing to ſquare with his own Opinion, But Truth has 
at laſt emerged out of darkneſs; and how beautiful doth it ap- 
pear in its on native ſimplicity! Mankind tor ages have puz- 


without form? Every thing in the fix days 


form, and Bobu; void, he owns has occaſioned much perplex- 
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Fuſion, but of Peace, ſaith St. Paul. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 33. But is it not clear that God put a 
Stop to the diſorder, that had taken place, 


by ſaying, Let there be Light? Suppoſe 


Darkneſs univerſal to take place in this world, 
and the Light to viſit us no more, would not 
all things inſtantly be thrown into a confuſ- 
ed, chaotic State? Is it then contrary. to rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe, that this was really the Caſe 
with Satan's kingdom, and that God by his 

Light 


zled themſelves about the creation of the world and Man; 
but laying aſide a creation out of Nothing, or from Atoms, 
and allowing that God took the Ruins of Satan's kingdom and 
formed out of them the world, which he gave to Adam, we 
are furniſhed with a Key to unlock the Scripture, and to ſee 
the Reaſon why Satan is there called the Prince of this world; 
why he has ſo much power in it; and why another Prince, the 
Prince of Peace, Chrift Feſus, ſhould take the place of the firſ 
Adam, when he fell, and be called the /aff or ſecond Adam, to 
regenerate and cauſe to be born again, the Children of the firſt 
Adam, that by ſuch a new Birth, and divine nature, they may 
be capacitated to live for ever with him in his kingdom of Pa- 
radiſe,—Away then with all Conjectures. Let others, if they 
will, form Schemes of Salvation, or think that God, if he 
pleaſed, could ſave us by any other way: Let them ſtart Opi- 


nions, and write and preach to ſupport them; but if they will 


not wilfully ſhut their eyes and reſiſt the Truth, Mo/es will in- 
form them, how Adam came to loſe his kingdom, and how he 
became a Tiller of the ground; and ſo the reaſon will appear 


why there was a neceſlity for a ſecond 4 to take the place 
of the firſt, 


5-108 13 ) 


Light put an end to the confuſion. and diſor- 
der he had brought into it, and ſhut up the 
Darkneſs and ſo covered it with Light as to 
prevent it from being farther miſchievous ; 
and that, when this was done, he took the 
Materials of Satan's kingdom, and formed a 
world out of them; and that when he had 
formed it, he placed a Prince and Ruler over 
it, and gave him power to keep every thing 
in the good State, in which he had given it 
into his hands? And if Adam had ſtood as he 
was created, would he, or ſhould we, have 
ever known the leaſt Evil? He was pronounc- 
ed very good at his Creation ; whatever there- 
fore came from him in this State muſt have 


been good alſo. But have not we his Chil- | 


dren the fulleſt proof in ourſelves, that he did 
not continue in, but fell from, that high ſta- 
tion, in which God placed him? 


Now conſidering things in this licht, how 
eaſy is it to account for the Evil that began 
to make its appearance by little and little in 


Adam's 8 kingdom, which he received from 


God in ſuch a good State. The Earth want- 


ed no Tillage when firſt formed, for it brought 
| forth every thing in the moſt perfect State: 


But 
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But when Adam began to fall, then his pow- 
er began to leſſen ; and as that leſſened, the 


active Principle of Evil or Darkneſs, (for 
they both ſignify the ſame) which was be- 


fore ſhut up and impriſoned in the Earth, 


began to make its appearance, and counter- 


act its fertility; and as the fulleſt proof that 
the noxious qualities in the Earth were un- 
fettered, a Miſt aroſe out of it, and then a 
Tree, that had Evil in it, ſhot forth and 
grew, and bore that fruit ſo fatal to man. 
Whilſt the Light ruled and over powered the 
Darkneſs, the Evil was ſhut up, and could 
not poſſibly break forth: A ſimilitude of 
which we have in a bright Mid- day Sun, 
whoſe Light covers and hinders the Dark- 

| fy eovtsrriof rr 30; 7.203 mes 


' + Philoſophers treat of Light i in a manner not at all ſatis- 
factory; but Darkneſs they paſs over as if it was a nonentity, 
or only a privation of Light. But Light and Darkneſs are real 
powers, ſeparate and diſtinct from each other. Light indeed 
hath the preeminence: As 'Haron's Rod, that became a Ser- 
pent, ſwallowed up all the Rods or Serpents of the Magicians ; 
ſo hath Light the like power over Darkneſs, to ſuppceſs and 
conceal it, ſo that it hall not be diſcovered nor its Malignity 
felt: For where Darkneſs. prevails, there anarchy, confuſion 


and every evil work prevail. This 5 your hour, ſaid Jęſus to 


the murthering, Blood-thirſty Jews, and the power of Dark- 
meſs. Luke xxii. 53. And Paul's commiſſion, we find, was 
to 
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neſs of this world from manifeſting itſelf. 
But as ſoon as the Tree of good and evil aroſe, 
God inſtantly informed Adam of its hurtful 
nature, and withal enjoined him not to 
touch or cat of it, becauſe it would be his 
Death. In the Day that thou eateft thereof, 
aid God, thou ſhell furely die. Gen. ii. 17. 


But things were now almoſt brought to a 
Crifis, and the unhappy Fall of Man was 
very nearly completed: For as ſoon as he par- 
took and eat of the fatal Tree, that inſtant he 
died to his paradifical nature; and then found 
the ground in ſo altered a State as not to give 
forth proper food to him unleſs it was tilled: 
For now it brought forth Thorns and Thiſ- 
tles, Productions not ſeen before in it; and 


to turn the Gentiles from darkneſs unto light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God. Acts xxvi. 18. The wicked therefore will 
hereafter find Darkneſs to be not only a Privation of Light, but 


u real power; and that as they have worked in and by its po-w- 
er an this world, commiting all manner of Evil, fo when di- 


veſted of fleſh and blood, the powers of darkne/5 will become 
manifeſt in and to them; and they will then experience in fact 
Wat our Lord hath declared of the wicked, Men love dark- 
neſs rather than Light becauſe their Deeds are ewil, Every one 
that doth evil hateth the light. John iii. 19, 20. The Devils 
fled from 7e/us; His Light tormented them. 
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man then, as we are now, was obliged to 
toil and labour and procure bread by the Sweat 


of his Brow. But had Adam been. true to 
God, his divine paradifical Life had -never 
been loſt; Evil had never been felt in this 
world, nor ſhould we have known that ſuch 
a Power as Satan exiſted: For Light would 
have concealed all Darkneſs from us. But 
when Adam, opened, as it were, the Priſon 
Doors, the impriſoned Satan took the Ad- 
vantage, and by falſe inſinuations and lying, 
never ceaſed until he accompliſhed his Pur- 
poſe: For when the male and female Natures 
in Adam were divided, Satan perceived A. 
dam's firſt given power to be very weak, and 
well nigh extinguiſhed, and therefore think- 
ing that now was the time to regain his king- 
dom, he perſwaded and prevailed on the Wo- 
man toeatof the forbidden Tree notwithſtand- 
ing the knew and had told him that God had 
declared unto them that the day they ſhould 
eat thereof they ſhould ſurely die. Ye ſpall 
not ſurely die; replies Satan, for God doth 
know, that in the day ye eat thereof, your Eyes 
ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall be as Gods, know- 
ing good and evil, Gen. iii. 5. a 


Now 


1 


Now behold here the gradation of Adam's 


unhappy Fall. After God had put a ſtop to 


the confuſion and diſorder which Satan had 


brought forth in his kingdom, out of the Ma- 
terials of it he formed another moſt beautiful 
world: {Things which are ſeen, faith St. Paul, 
were not made of things which do appear. Heb. 
i. 3.)-and then created a Man in his own 
Image to be a Prince and Ruler over it, and 


to keep Every thing in the good State in which 


he had given it into his hands: No Evil 
appeared, every thing noxious was ſhut up; 
the Light concealed and kept under all Dark- 
neſs; and every Production of the fix days 
Creation was pronounced very good. But 
Adam, who had a freedom of Will, unhap- 
pily gave it a wrong direction. This was the 
firſt beginning of the Fall; then ſoon an in- 
timation is given us that the evil, before ſhut 
up, could'no longer be kept from breaking 
forth; an undoubted proof that Adam's power 
began ta fail: For the Earth wanted water- 
ing, it would no longer give forth its pro- 
duftions without it; and not only wanted wa- 
tering, but alſo tilling; and as yet Adam was 
in ſuch a State, that he could not il it: for 
he was not formed for it, and therefore it is 
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ſaid there was not a Man (tho' Adam was ex- 


iſting) 70 till the ground. Now aroſe out of 
the Earth a Mz, and watered the whole face 


of it; an incontrovertible Proof that evil had 
broke forth from its impriſonment; for in 
Miſts there is ſomething noxious.“ After 
this we are told that a Tree grew that had 


evil in it; a further proof that the evil, ſhut 


up in the earth, could not any longer be kept 
under. Now was Adam reduced to that 
State, that God in mercy divided his na- 


tures: for God created him male and female; 


of the female part he made a woman, and 
brought her to Adam; who, as ſoon as he 
ſaw her, ſaid ſhe ſhould be called Woman, 


becauſe ſhe was taken out of man, Whilſt this 
ſeparation 


* Should not this appear clear to the Reader, let-him con- 
ſider the Plants of the Earth. Rain as well as it nouriſhes 
the good, nouriſhes likewiſe the evil Plants: But was there 
nothing evil or noxious in Rain how or by what means could 
it unite with and nouriſh noxious Plants? Lite can only unite 
with its Like, Evil and Noxious Plants attract and draw to 
themſelves the evil and noxious qualities in Rain, juſt as the 
good attract to themſelves the good that is in it. But how great 
a Proof of this are the words of Meet? The Tree that had 
evil in it did not ariſe and grow before, but after the Miſt aroſe 


and watered the Earth: No; there was Nothing before to 


nouriſh it: Nothing congenial to its Nature, 
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ſeparation was performing, Adam, we are 
told, was in a deep ſleep, cauſed to fall on him 
by God for this end and purpoſe: A further 
proof this, that Adam's firſt given power was 
loſt; for Sleep is a Reſemblance of Death, 
no Man in Sleep retains his power. Now 
when Evil had got into this new formed 
world, then he that cauſed the Evil entered 
with it, and preſently followed that dreadful 
cataſtrophe that compleated the ruin of Adam. 


But what mercy do we ſee in all theſe ſe- 
veral gradations. Two alterations took place 


in man after his firſt creation; and theſe al- 


terations appear to accompany him as he pro- 
ceeded in his Fall. When the Earth want- 
ed watering and tilling, (a plain indication 


that its firſt good State was altered,) Moſes 


no more calls Adam the Image and Likeneſs 
of God, but ſays, The Lord God formed Man 


of the Duſt of the ground a Diſcovery that, 


(as there was no Man to till the ground, and 
yet the ground would not give forth proper 
duſtenance for man without tillage) it was 


neceſſary to form man ſo as to make him ca- 


pable of ſuch toilſome and laborious work. 
This was the firſt alteration, the ſecond was 
| D 2 the 
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the ſeparation of his two Natures to tnake 
him capable of peopling the world; for his 
firſt given power of multiplying and repleniſh- 
ing the earth with a good and happy Off- 
ſpring, was loſt with his Divine Image or 
Nature, and could not be recovered. Satar 


faw this, and now ſuppoſed that he ſhould 


regain his kingdom, and be once more an 


abſolute Lord and Ruler in it: But God 


fruſtrated his intention by doing ſomething 
for Adam, ſimilar to what he did to the diſ- 
ordered chaotic State of Satan's Kingdom : 
For as Satan's power to make more confu- 
ſion and diſorder was ſtopped, and taken from 
him by God's ſaying Let there be Light ; fo 
ſomething of the like nature was done for 
our firſt Parents, and in them for the whole 
race of mankind, when God ſaid to the Ser- 
pent, I will put Enmity between thee and th: 
Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed; it 
ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his 
Heel. Gen. iii. 15. This by after Revela- 
tions appears to be an inſpoben Light into the 
Hearts of all mankind; which, if turned to 
and thirſted after, would do that for them, 
which the inſpoken Light did to the diſorder- 
ed chaotic State of Satan's kingdom. I mean 

+." 
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that as the Light kept the Evil from break- 
ing forth and being miſchievous, ſo this 
Light in the hearts of Men would check the 
evil there, and keep it from breaking forth 
into outward action. This Light for ſeveral 
Ages of the World remained a Myſtery, but 
in proceſs of Time was made manifeſt. The 
Myſtery, faith St. Paul, which hath been hid 
for Ages, and from Generations, is now made 
manifeſt ta his Saints, to whom God would make 
known what is the riches of the glory of this 
Myſtery among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in 
you, the hope of Glory. Coloſs. i. 26, 27. 
This Myſtery, St. John in the following 
words further explains and opens to us. In 
bim, that is, in Chrift, was life, and the life 


was the light of men: That was the true light, 


which ligbteth every Man that cometh into the 
world. John i. 4, 9. And in his 1ſt Epiſt. 
v. 12, he further ſays, He that hath the Son, 
hath Life ; and he that hath not the Son of God, 
hath not Life. To theſe teſtimonies I will 
add a greater, even that of Chriſt himſelf. I 
am, ſays he, the Light of the World; he that 
felloweth me, ſhall not wall in darkneſs, but 
ſhall have the light of Life. John viii. 12. 
But ſhould it be aſked, what evil is that in 


the 
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fool ſhneſs ; all theſe things come from within and 


that Man comes into the world as free from blemiſh, as un- 


venge? Mofes tells us that it repented the Lord that he had made 


(233-7 
the hearts of Men, that calls for this Light 
to over-rule and keep it under? He, who 
knew what was in man, hath informed us 
that /rom within, out of the hearts of men, pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, mur- 
ders, thefts, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, deceit, {we 
Iaſeiviouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, * 


defile the Man. Mark vii. 21, 22, 23. Every 
hour the Actions of mankind bear teſtimony 
to this Truth : The evil ſeen without tells us 
that it iſſued from the evil within. + It is the 

| fruit 


+ Men who penetrate no deeper than the Surface of things, 
who know nothing of the woful Fall of Man, nor how from 
the Image of God he came to be a Tiller of the ground, ſuppoſe 


ſullied Paper; that Sin is only.an Accident, ſomething picked 
up, and which may be thrown away at pleaſure. But are 
Anger, Malice, Revenge and wrong Deſire, Accidents ? If 
they are not within us when born, how or by what means do 
all Mankind poſſeſs them? When Murder is committed, from 
what ground doth it iſſue, but from anger, malice, or re- 


man, und it grieved him at his heart; becauſe he ſaw that every 
Imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
Gen. vi. 5, 6. But does Mo/es here mean that theſe evil 
thoughts were accidents, and that Man acquired them, and 
that they were not inherent in his heart ? The Heart, ſays Je- 
remiah, is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked. 
Jerem, xvii. . 


88; 4 


fruit that diſcovers and marks the internal 
qualities of the Tree. St. Paul calls this in- 
ward evil the body of Death, and cries out, 
O wretched Man that I am ! who ſhall deliver 


me from the body of this Death ? and then an- 


ſwers, 1 thank God thro' Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Rom. vii. 24, 25. 


Now how clear and plain is the Similitude 
between what was done at firſt to the con- 
fuſed chaotic State of Satan's Kingdom, and 
what was done to our firſt Parents after their 
Fall! The Analogy is ſo ſtriking, that no 


diſcerning Eye can avoid ſeeing it. The 


Evil or Darkneſs, (which both fignify the 
ſame) in the new formed world was internal, 
ſhut up and covered by the Light. The 
Evil, that Man wants to be ſaved from, is 
internal, in his heart : From thence it breaks 
forth, and from thence is the world filled 
with thoſe Crimes and Diſorders, that, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, it appears a mere Chaos 
of Evil. But this Evil could not hurt man 
if he would uſe the remedy given him; it 
might always be kept under as the Darkneſs 
was kept under by the Light in the new form- 


ed world, But Man commits the ſame fault 


that 


f 


| 
:; 
; 
| 
-Þ 
J 
. 


E 


Ss _ . * 
. ** - 7 * 


— — 


that Adam committed; he ſuffers the Evil 
to enſlave him. We have in our hands God's 
moſt merciful information that Feſtus Chr; 
was given to us e ſave us from our Sins; but 
too many pay no attention to it, and are to- 
tally indifferent and regardleſs about it. 
When Jeſus was in the fleſh and converſant 
with the Jews, tho' they ſaw all nature obe- 
dient to his voice, yet' would they not be- 
lieve, but gave the Credit of his Miracles to 
the Devil, which made him complain and 
fay to them, Te will not come unto me, that 
ye might have life. And may he not at this 
day make the ſame complaint ? Are not man- 
kind as averſe as ever, if not more ſo, to re- 
ceive with thankfulneſs the Remedy given 
them? We indeed ſee evil break forth more 
and more in the world and are ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment at its amazing increaſe, and en- 
deavour by every human Contrivance ts ſtop 
its progreſs : But all in vain: Without me, 
ſays Feſus, ye can do nothing. John xv. 5. 
Evil gains ground upon us as it did upon 
Adam in his kingdom, until at length the di- 
vine Light departed from him. And if Je- 
us Chrift, the Light of the world, be reject- 
ed by us, Evil will continue to break forth 
. | from 


(25 ) 
from the hearts of Men, and to increaſe un- 
til it brings on Anarchy and Confuſion. It 
muſt, it will be fo: Nothing can conquer 
ind overcome Darkneſs; but Light.” 


Mary conceive that a Remedy might be 


found in. Education. If Evil was no power, 
pretend not to ſay how far Education might 
atfiver the End in Queſtion : But whilſt the 
power of Evil exifts within the heart of Man, 
no Exertion of men carr avail to deſtroy it, 
Education may poliſh the outfide, and make 
fine Gentlemen; it may furniſh every exter- 
nal Accompliſhment, but can it eradicate 
Murder from the Heart? Now is it not contĩ- 
nually feen, and Has not experience fuffici- 


ently tanght ue, that the higher Men are in 


their Gn Eſteern, arid the higher the No- 
tions they entertain of what is called the Ho- 


tour of a Gentleman, the more ready they 


are to revenge 4 ſuppoſed wrong, and to de- 


mur, ſend a challenge, and commit mur- 


der. Has the fineſt Eduratiom yet put a ſtop 
w this ? Does it teach its Pupils when mit- 
ten on the ohe Checde to turn che other to the 
Smiter? No; fo far from it, that if it does 


not mur inculenre and confirm che falſe 
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Notions of Honour, that too generally and 
fatally prevail in the faſhionable World, yet 
neither does it remove the Evil. Eſſays up- 
on Eſſays indeed haye been written againſt 
Duelling, but how far have they availed to 
prevent it? juſt ſo far as Feathers thrown 


againſt Rocks avail to break them. Power 
can only be conquered by ſuperior power, 


No Man, ſays TFeſus, can enter into a ſtrong 
Man's houſe and ſpoil. his goods, except he will 
. firſt bind the ſtrong Man, and ben he will ſpoil 
bis . Mark iii. 27. 


| | Had Adam 3 as God created him, 
the Evil both natural and moral which we 
feel now, had never been felt by us; the 
power he poſſeſſed was ſufficient to keep him 
in the good State wherein God created him. 
. My Grace, faith God, to St. Paul, is ſuffici- 
ent for thee, 2 Cor. X11. 9. that is, the Gift . 
of my Power, which is in thee, is able to IW *? 
keep and preſerve thee from all Evil. This Il. 
Power was viſibly ſeen in Chrift, when he ſl « 
was upon the Earth. All nature was ſubje& 
to him. He quieted the tempeſt by only ſay- 
ing, Peace! be ſtill! he cured all manner of 
Diſeaſes by only ſpeaking. Diſordered na- 


ture 
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ture was reduced by his powerful word to 
order. Devils could not reſiſt him; when 
he commanded them to depart, they could 
no longer keep poſſeſſion of the Souls and 
Bodies they tormented. f This gives us an 
Idea of the power Adam poſſeſſed, when firſt 
created. Satan had then no more power over 
25155 — he had over Cbri ft Feſus. The 


E 2 1 Prince 


'+ Sadducees ſay there is no reſurrection, neither Angel nor 
Spirit. Acts xxiii. 8. Perſons who have imbibed ſuch prin- 
ciples as theſe, will doubtleſs endeavour to turn into ridicule, 
what they cannot anſwer; but others, of a more ſerious turn, 
will here ſee how, and by what means, the Devil came to have 
ſo much power in this world, and why it is he goes about 
ſeeking whom he may devour ; Whence they may alſo be fur- 
niſhed with an anſwer to thoſe ſubtil Enemies to the Truth, 
who endeavour to poſſeſs Mens minds with a belief that the 
Demoniats in the goſpel were only diſeaſed perſons, whoſe 
Maladies were capable of being relieved by the ſkill of the 


Phyſician. The God of this world, ſaith St. Paul, hath blinded 


the minds of them which believe not, left the light of the glorious 
goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. 
2 Cor. iv. 4. It is the intereſt of Satan to keep us in igno- 
rance; to make us believe that this world was created out of 
nothing ; ; and when once the Mind is captivated to this Opi- 
nion, he will never ceaſe to perſwade us, that what came from 
nothing will return to nothing. This point being gained, all 
the Principles of the Sadducees naturally follow. Evil will then 
find nothing to check it; for being a reſtleſs power, and al- 
ways ſtriving to break forth from the Heart, it will then do fo 
without Controul, 


( 28 ) 


hath nothing in me. John xiv. 30. Satan 
and his Legions felt his power to be fa abſo. 
lute over them, that they even aſked him 37 
he was come to torment them before the time. 
Mat. viii. 29. Let no one now aſk what was 
the power of the firſt Adam, for it was the 
ſame that Jeſus the ſecond or laſt Adam ſhew- 
ed openly to the Fews when in our Nature. 
St. Paul calls him the ſecond Adam, to in- 
form us, that, as the Firſt fell, there was a 
neceſſity for a Second to. take his place. The 
firſt Adam was deſigned to people the world 
with a happy Race, as good as he himſelf was 
pronounced. to be at his creation; but loſing 
this power, and becoming incapable of fil- 
ling the earth with a bleſſed Offspring, Je- 
1 Jus in mercy, becomes a ſecond Adam, that 
4 every Son and Daughter of the firſt fallen 
= Adam, might derive from him an heavenly 
nature, to enable them to live contrary: to, 
and overcome the world; to enable. them to 
conquer Sin in their own Hearts; and to 
ſhew forth by their Lives, that God is ſtill 
manifeſt in the flaſh, ug ihe. marks f the 
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New is there any thing, that I have here 
faid, ftrained beyond the truth, or the con- 
ception of the molt ordinary Capacity; any 
thing imaginary, or the leaſt deluſive ?..- 
Learned men who love to go out of the com- 
mon path, who can create a world out of 
nothing, who raife difficulties and pretend 
to anfwer, them, that their wiſdom may be 
held in the higher Efteem, may indeed ob- 
jet to what I have ſaid, but they cannot poſ- 
fibly overthrow it. Had our firſt Reform- 
ers raiſed their building on this foundation, 
their work would have been as durable and 
unſhaken as the Scriptures, but they built, 
if E may ſpeak in the Prophet's Phraſe, with 
untempered Mortar. What one raiſed up 
another threw down. Zuinglius could not 
unite with Lutber, nor Luther with Zum- 
glius. Yet both were ſerious men, and both 
nly preached Chriſt Jeſus. But much is to be 
to, faid for them. becauſe of the times in which 
they. lived. They found the Truth buried. 
to deep under heaps of popiſh trumpery and 
ill rubbiſh, and ſpent too much time in attempt- 
ing to remove them; but had not the civil 
power united to ſupport their cauſe, in all 


probability! it would have fallen to the ground: 
| For 
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For the Truth would have ſhone ſo clearly 


(> ),- 


For when the People ſaw how they: : dere 
in Tenets, and how bitterly+ they inveigh- 


ed ane againſt the other, it made many un- 


willing to relinquiſh Popery. To the Prieſts 
this was matter of triumph, and indeed became 
a principal Obſtruction to the Reformation it. 
ſelf, and a main cauſe why it was ſo partial. 
The People were ripe for a reform, for they 
had long ſeen that the Lives of the Prieſts 


were ſcandalous, and indulgences began to 


be laughed at. A total. reformation would | 
- certainly therefore have taken place, had not 


the Reformers fallen out amongſt themſelves; 
but had they ſeen Matters as I have ſtated 


them, neither would they have fallen out 
with each other, nor would Popery have 


been able to have maintained its ground : 


and 


+ Melanethon amongſt the Reformers muſt be excepted, he 
ſaw the evil tendency of Diſputes, and therefore not only a- 
voided them himſelf, but ſtrove all in his power to reconcile 
Parties: But the Torrent was too ſtrong, it bore down all be- 
fore it. However the following Anecdote marks the Charac- 
ter of Melanethon better than the ſtrongeſt Panegyric. Paying 
a Viſit to his Mother, ſhe aſked him, what, amidſt ſo many 
diſputes, ſhe muſt believe; and then repeated to him the 
prayers that ſhe uſed. Goon, ſaid he, Mother, to believe 


 ©* and pray as you have done, and never trouble yourſelf a- 


* bout Controverſies,” 
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and powerfully on every perſon, that none but 


the moſt obſtinate would have been found 
capable of reſiſting it. The plain Letter of 


Scripture would have ſupported them in main- 
' taining, that this World was formed out of 
the Ruins of Satan's Kingdom, and that then 


it was given to Adam as his Principality ; to 
rule and reign in it, and to maintain and 
keep it in that good State, in which it was 


delivered into his hands. That nothing 


could hurt him, but the wrong direction of 
his own will; which in time being unhap- 
pily turned to what it ſhould not, never could 
regain its right poſition, but, going on con- 
trary to God's Order, at length brought him 
to the moſt ſervile State of tilling the Ground 
for his Suſtenance. That before this came 
to paſs, the words of Moſes plainly indicate 
that Adam ſtood in no more need of ſuch 
fruits as Tillage produces, than an Angel, 
otherwiſe it would never have been faid, 
whilſt Adam was exiſting, that there was 
not a Man to till the ground.” In the fix Days 
Creation the ground wanted no tillage ; it 
brought forth every thing needful, and what 
it brought forth God pronounced' very good. 


But when Mafes tells us that it wanted rain, 
| | and 
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and that a AM aroſe from the Earth, ang 
watered its ſurface, he plainly and fully 
enough proves to us that the nature of the 
Earth was altered. At firſt it wanted no Af. 


 _ fiſtance, and what it produced was very good, 


but when Nain became needful to help and 
aid it by wateting it, and this watering was 
performed by a Miſt arifing from it, then 


in Miſts there is a noxious quality. But the 
Earth would never have wanted or called for 


Kingdom, and preſerved it in the good ſtate 
in which he received it. Clear therefore it 
is to a demonſtration, that Adam's power be- 


gan to decline, that his Sun was deſcending 


from its Meridian, and haftening to ſet. --- 
How gradually can we trace here his begin- 
ning to fall, till it ended in its full comple- 
tion !---After the Mig aroſe, then a Tree 


that had Evil in it grew from the! earth, and 
in that evil entered Satan, the Prince of Dark- 
2/6, who was before that up by the Light, 


and: confined from cauſing further 'confufion 
and diforder, but as ſobon as he had gained 
admiffion, that inſtant he ſet every Engine 


ob ſerve 


Evil broke forth from its confinement :. For 
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obſerve” how Moſes changes his Language; | 
at firſt he tells us that God created Man after 
his awon Image ;* now he ſays the Lord God 
formed man of the duft of the ground; this was 
to ſignify e to us, that ſuitably to the State to 
which Adam was falling, it was abſolutely 
needful to form him; for Adam had begun 
to fall, nor could he poſſibly return, and re- 
cover his firſt State: And as he could not do 
this, ſo neither could he execute God's firſt 
Purpoſe, of peopling the world with a good 
and happy Off-ſpring. But as it was the full 
purpoſe of God that the world ſhould be 
peopled by Adam, and as this could. not be 
done by him in his perfect State, God ſo or- 
dered that it ſhould be done in the way it 
could be, in his imperfect State, and there- 
fore divided his to Natures, of the female 
part he made a Woman, and when this di- 
viſion had taken place Satan ſoon effected his 
purpoſe. Both Adam and Eve pattook of the 
fatal Tree, and deſtroyed themſelves; that 
is, then the divine Life departed from * 
But Satan, tho' he ſo far compaſſed his 
Point, yet did not wholly accompliſh his de- 
lign; he ſuppoſed. that now his Kingdom 
would revert to him, and that he ſhould 
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bs an abſolute Prince i in it, but God a 
ſecond time checked his power, and gavethe 
loft kingdom to another King, King FJeſur, 
who ſhould rule and reign over all Evil, and 
tread Satan under his feet. This, tho' the 
knowledge of it is almoſt loſt at this day, 
was well known to the firſt Chriſtians : They 
knew, that Chriſt was in them as a Seed of 
Life; they knew, that they had the Gift of 
this Light in their Hearts to overpower the 
Darkneſs or Evil in them, and to deliver 
them from its bondage. The Children of 
this world were not indeed acquainted with 
this Myſtery; which explains to us St. Paul's 
queſtion to the Corinthians; Know ye not your 
.owenſefves, ſays he, bow that Feſus Chriſt is in 
you,” except ye are reprobates? 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
No; Reprobates did not know this, but it 
was known to Chriſtians; and the Language 
was familiar to them. Polycarp,:a Diſeiple of 
St. Jobn, was not afraid, at the hazard of his 
life, to own to the Emperor Trajan, that 
Jeſus Chriſt was within him, and that Chri/ 
Was the Light of the world; and that thro' this 
Light in his heart he was enabled to ſee the 
Errors of the Heathens, and to live by its 
power contrary to evil. To this Language 
e dhe 
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the Emperor was totally a Stranger, but had 
he known the Origin of Man, and from what 


an height he was fallen, and how he came 
into this State of Slavery, to be a poor labo- 


tious Tiller of the ground ; inſtead of order- 


ing the good Biſhop to be thrown to the Li- 


ons, and torn in pieces by them for the Di- 


verſion of Reprobates, he would have receiv- 
ed him with open Arms, and wiſhed to have 
heard more of ſuch divine Truths from his 


Lips. 


But Man by nature is blind to Truth: 
Even with the Scriptures in his hands he 
miſtakes what is written therein, and yet 
how clear, ſimple, plain and unperplexed 
are the Deductions which I have drawn from 
the Letter! I have not advanced one Opinion 
of my own, nor written in ſupport of any 
one's beſide. An Opinioniſt may cite abun- 
dance of Scripture Texts to ſupport his No- 
tions, but this can never make that right, 
which is fundamentally wrong. Had Calvin 


ſeen how powerful and glorious a Creature 
Man was at his Creation, and how he after- 


wards came to be a Tiller of the ground, it 
would have given a different turn to his Con- 
4 ceptions, 
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ceptions, and neither he nor any of his Ad- 
mirers would ever have conſigned a part of 
their fellow creatures to eternal Miſery.--- 
All the Volumes that have been written to 
ſupport the Doctrines of Men, when brought 
to this Teſt, muſt fall before it ; like Dagon, 
the God of the Philiſtines, before the Ark of 
the Lord. For who that ſaw how grand and 
noble the Entrance of Man was into this 
world, even in. the Image and Likeneſs of 
God ; and how he fell, even into a State of 
Bondage to all the Elements, over which, 
as was ſeen in the ſecond Adam, Chriſt Je- 
ſus, he before had a ſupreme Authority ;--- 
who that ſaw how it was thro' the Gate of a 
Death to his firſt Divine Life, that he en- 
tered into this world, full of miſery, and 
that all his Deſcendants, as well as himſelf, 
muſt paſs thro' the gate of another Death, a 
Death to this prefent Life, and then com- 
mence eternal Spirits; and all this as inde- 
pendently of Opinions, as Summer and Win- 
ter, Day and Night, which have gone on in 
their own working way, and ſo will go on, 
to. the end, let men think, write, or talk 
what they will about them ;----that we are 
only here for a ſhort time, and often turned 

out 


n 


out from hence on a ſudden; and that all 
theſe things are realities, and not idle fictions 
of Wit and Ingenuity ; who I fay that rightly 
conſidered theſe things would write or con- 
tend for Opinions, or think any thing worth 
his Attention but how to regain that King- 
dom poſſeſſed and loſt by the firſt Adam, and 
now recovered and opened again to our In 
trance by the ſecond Adam, Chriſt Feſus : 
Who, as a full proof that it belonged to him, 
and was become his rightful Kingdom, did, 
when he hung upon the Croſs, promiſe the 
dying Thief near him, that he ſhould that Day 
be with him in Paradiſe.--*Paradiſe therefore, 

bleſſed 


It is worthy of Remark that the word Paradiſe is not to be 
found in the three firſt Chapters of Genes. The Garden of 
Eden indeed is mentioned, but out of this grew the Tree of 
knowledge of good and evil; this State therefore, where evil 
exiled, could not poſſibly be Paradiſe ; beſides this, Eden was 
not planted, Gen. ii. 8, 9, *till the Earth both wanted wa- 
tering and tilling. But how many, without conſidering this, 
have written that Eden was Paradiſe, becauſe the word Eden 
ſignĩfies pleaſure and delight, nay many have gone much fur- 
ther, even to fix on the Spot where the Garden was planted. 
Men, who have no ofher ground to write from than Conjec- 
ture, know not where to ſtop. Adam's Kingdom was un- 
doubtedly Paradiſe, but no Evil exiſted in it; it was that 
State, in which God himſelf pronounced every thing to be 
very good,—Perhaps this miſapplication aroſe from the Greek 
word TagaJuoo; ſignifying a Garden. 


bleſſed be God, Ain cots: only it has 
changed its Prince. This Prince, in love 
and pity to Man, followed him into this 
wretched world to inform him of this, and 
to let him know when he leaves this painful, 
laborious life, that thro' him he may enter 
into that Paradiſe: Where no tilling of the 
ground will be wanted, but where, as in the 
fix Days Creation, he will find every thing 
very good: Where no Evil can pofſibly en- 
ter to diſturb his Reſt; for the Prince of 
darkneſs is conquered. Chrift Fefus hath 
gained the Victory, and Satan, tho' power- 
ful, can never pluck thoſe that love their 
Saviour out of his Hands. 


O how vain! how deluſive are all the 
Schemes and Inventions of Men! Peter 


ſtanding before the Sanbedrim declared unto 


them, that there was no other name under 
Heaven givenamong Men, whereby we could 
be ſaved, but the name Chriſt Feſus, and 
faith this ſame Feſus, without me ye can do 
nothing. Salvation looked at in this Light 
ſets us free from all the bonds and galling 
chains of Sectariſm. But what ſhall become 
of thoſe, who, when Jeſus calls them from 

the 
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the Iove of this world, riyet their Hearts 
ſaſter to it; who, when he calls them. to 
hate this life, think, wretched as it is, that 
they can never have too much of it; who 
will heap up riches, tho they know not who 
ſhall gather them ? We brought nothing 
into. this world, and it is certain we can tak 


nothing with us. We are all haſtening with 
the utmoſt Speed to Eternity, but who lays 


I Not one word in the geriptures do wo find in praife or H- 
vour of this World. Ian not, ſays, Cbriſt Fe/us to the Jew, 
of this world. Ye are of this world, Ye are of yaur father, 
the Devil. The avhole bord, ſ. aith St. Jon, lietb in awicked- 
neſs. Love mor the world, or the thingsof the world ; if any Min 
Towe the world, the lows of the Father ir not in lin. If auy man 
hate pot bis own Life, be cannot, ſaith CRRISsr Jxsus, Ge apy 
Be not conformed to this world, ſaith St. Paul. The 
-wiftom of this wworldis foolifoneſe with God. Much more might 
.hecolletted, but this is ſufficient to ſhew that this world was 
not deſigned for man in the State it now is; But too many 
not ſeeing this, and finding things i in it grateful to their ap- 
petites, and pleafing to their ſenſes, make it their home, and 
-oolk for no better Country; [although they have daily inſtances 
before their Eyes, that they muſt die, nay that they may be 
taken away ſuddenly; and often ſee their fellow Creatures 
"plagued with divers Diſeaſes and ſundry kinds of Death: 
Bat nothing alarms their Apprehenſions nor turns their 


thoughts to Eternity. They loye the world and negle& their 


| Soul. Fleſh and Blpod is their Idol. T hey live Strangers to 


God, and Aliens to Chrift Jeſus; and, tho' called Chriſtians, 
they live and die in the deepeſt Pagan Ignorance, - 


E 
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it to heart! But when we die, that inſtant 
we commence Inhabitants of an eternal King. 
dom, and to that Prince, whether of Light 
or Darkneſs, we have ſerved in this world, 
we ſhall be Subjects in the next. If Satan, 
the Prince of this M orld,' has been our Ru- 
ler in this Life; when we put off this mor- 
tal Body, we ſhall really find ourſelves i in his 
Kingdom. | Know ye not, faith St. Paul, that 
to whom ye yield yourſelves Servants to obey, 
Bis Servants ye are, to whom ye obey ; whether 
of Sin unto denth, or of obedience unto righte- 
ona? ? Rom. vi. 18. Diſt if the Prince of 
vereign, 6 from the . 3 . 
him, he will receive us into Paradiſe. - Theſe 
two Kingdoms will ſeparate and divide all the 
Children of fallen Adam, not by any ſecret 
.decree, but through a ſameneſs of nature 
and correſponding Fitneſs. What avails it 
therefore to multiply modes of worſhip, or 
to caſt ourſelves into different forms of Re- ol 
ligion? The Phariſees thought they ſhould 
be heard for their much ſpeaking ; but both 
their prayers and alms were held in deteſta- p 
tion. Their Addreſſes to God were of the 
nature of the Addreſſes of the Heathens to 
| their 


44) 
their Idols. - The Baptiſt called them by the 
name of Vipers, and our blefſed Lord de- 
nounced woe upon woe againſt them: But 
had they properly conſulted the books of Mo- 
ſes, for they had them in their hands, they 
would have given them the ſame Information 
of the creation and fall of Man, as is here 
laid down, They might have ſeen from what. 
an height he was fallen, and their Law would 


have taught them how and by what only 


power they could be raifed : For St. Paul 
bears them teſtimony, that che Law was their 
Schoolmaſter to lead them to Chriſt. Gal. iii. 
24. But when Chri/t took on him our na- 
ture, and viſited them in it, tho they ſaw 
all the Elements ſubject to him, and that his 
word controuled them; tho' they ſaw evil 
Spirits fly before him, and acknowledge his 
power, yet they were his greateſt and moſt 
irreconcileable Enemies. Unhappily they 
had: got a righteouſneſs of their own, and 
would not part with it. They punctually 
obſerved all the Ordinances of their Religion: 
were outwardly pious, and ſcrupulouſly ex- 
act: gave much to the Poor, and were great 
Patterns of Morality: But he, who knew 
wana was in man, declared them full of De- 
l G ceit 
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veit and Hypocriſy; and compared them to 
decorated Sepulchres, beautiful to look at, 
but within full of rottenneſs. All this out. 
waid Piety, of which they had got the pol. 
ſeſſion and Credit, was the ſole Reaſon that 
| they oppoſed Cg che. They imagined 
Gad to be pleaſed with their performances, 
and that he who was the ſtricteſt obſerver of 
them, was the higheſt in the Divine favour. 
But whilſt they were fo attentive to their out- 
ward Conduct, the Evil within their Hearty 
gained ground upon them, and at laſt broke 
forth in all the rage of hell, and fury of De- 


vils, againſt the meek and humble Je. 


Too well pleaſed with the old, they would 
have no new and heavenly nature: Unſound 
in all their Notions, they had not one true 
Idea of themſelves, or of Heaven. No Peo- 
ple ever enjoyed greater Advantages ; for they 
faw Chrift, of whom their Law ſpoke, in the 
fleſh; they ſaw his aſtoniſhing Miracles; faw 
every thing that carried with it the ſtrongeſt 
Evidence that he was their Mefiab : But tho 
they ſaw, they would not believe; loving 
darkneſs rather than light, they choſe: to 
live and die in their natural State. am, 

e but 


OOO . es. ti. hd ned 2 T 8. > ＋ = 


6. 43 ) 
iu ye wier come unto me that yu mbit have 
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This diſdorers how wrong a turn ranking 
my take; and whar a power there is within 
them to reſiſt the ruth. Had the Fows ſcen, 
a8 their Scriptures taught them, what Mram 
eviginally was, and how he came to be a T. 


er of the ground, they eould not have ſo op- 


poſed and rejected their Saviour: But hey 
hu: Ryes thus ſaw nor, Ears' that beard not, 
ont Hearn without Undirſtatding, And is 
noe this too much the Caſe of all Chriſten 
dom at this Day? With the Seriptures; the 
beſt and cleareſt information before them, is 
not Ohriſt Feſus almoſt univerſally rejected ꝰ 
Have the' Rultrs belirvei an him? Is not the 
Nahen of fallible Man preferred Befors kim? 
But what has all this produced? Are learn- 
ed men any better? Are the unlearned mend. 
ed, and become more tractable? Alas They 


have even loſt the Simplicity of Nature: IH 


general they are become exceeling' wicked 
The Byil in their hearts, having nothing to 
check it; breaks forth daily in new and va- 
nous Crimes. The Severity of the Laws 
Fey ſuppreſs thein; And will it not be 
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worſe; whilſt men love darkneſs:rather than 
light ? Darkneſs, or Evil, will increaſe, in 
proportion as the Light of the world is ſet at 
nought by Man. Nature for a long Time has 
beendiſquieted, and borne her teſtimony that 
all is not well. The variety of Convulſions 
the World has ſuffered is no doubt ini con- 
ſequence of the Evil that prevails in the hearts 


of men. Earthquakes and unfruitful Seas. 


ſons are apparent Signs that the God of na- 
ture is diſpleaſed with us. \ Adultery. and 
Murder, Theft and Falſe-ſwearing, Fraud 
and Cheating, Fornication and Drunken- 
neſs never appeared more openly in the world. 
But would Sin prevail with ſo high an hand 
in every Station of life, ſhould we ſee ſo ma- 
ny Wives unfaithful to their Huſbands, and 
ſo many Huſbands untrug to the Marriage 
Bed; Should we ſee ſo many undutiful Chil- 
dren, and ſo many wicked Parents, were 
mankind made to know what they were at 
their Creation; how they came into this State 
of Slavery; to be poor laborious Tillers of 
the ground, unable to maintain and ſupport 
themſelves, unleſs they procured daily Bread 
by the Sweat of their Brow ?. IJ am apt to 
thigk we e ſhould not, unleſs Men totally re- 
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jecterl the Scriptures,- and ſhut their Eyes to 
their own-exiſterice;..for when a Son of Adam 
hould-ſee from what an illuſtrious State he 
is fallen, in which he originally poſſeſſed all 
power, and that he could not by any means 
or ſtrength of his own, return back again to 
it; but that a Saviour was given to effect for 
him a Poſſibility of ſuch return; and that 
this Saviour is not at a diſtance from him, 
but near him, even in his heart, to preſerve 
him from the Evil there, and to ſave him 
from his Sins; and when he ſhould ſee that 
he muſt die, and knoweth not how ſoon ; 
ſuch an one muſt indeed be wholly under the 
power' of Satau and Evil, not to feel in him- 
felf a Defire to turn from darkneſs unto light; 
and from the power of Satan unto Gl. 


Moral preaching has had its day, a ſuffi- 
cient time to diſcover Whether mankind could 
be mended by it; but is the World. grown 
better? Nay is it not evidently worſe? And 
will it not then grow worſe and worle, till 
a better Remedy be applied to the Evil ?--- 
K Remedy J have in this Tra& pointed 

This Remedy was offered to the eus, 
dut they * it; they ſet it at nought; 
but 
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but look at em a1 :behobb the Fad! [they 
are te this Day: a diſperſed People: amg all 
nations, to he a conſtant and laſting: nemme 
wherever chen reſide, that this came upon 
them for deſpiſmmg their Sauiour. When they 


declared that! the would not ſuffer” Fees! to 


reign aver: them, then faid Jeſtrito them, 
Rabold: your Hanſe' in left unto you deſolate, 
that is, then the Light of the world, the 
Eight, that lightethlevery man that cometh 
into the: world; departed! from them and 
kft-the Bvibin their Hearts to its'own Work- 
ings; that all mankind might beliold in the 
Calamities that befell/them, what deſtruction 
wait follow and fall on all nations and indi- 
viduals, who deſpiſe and reject * 
of the World, 1 Feſhs. { 
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0 Ne, Voſaafarni, when he Eid: Siek 0 Ferighloty wa 
ſhocked with the Carnage which the Jews made amongſt them- 
fetves. Iuſtead of defending their City, and fighting againſt 
me common Enemy, they divided into Parties, and fought 
withteach other. "The: NRamam knew not the cauſe, therefore 
theix Aſteniſnment was: the greater to ſee ſuch heaps,of dead 
Bodies thrown over their Walls. But the Cauſe was their fore- 
told defolation ; they were left to themſelves; the Li ightof the 
wonid | departed from their hearts that not only they might 
feel the ſad Effects of their folly, but that after ages might ſee 
what confuſion and diſorder the evil in the eg of men, leß 
to itſelf, is capable of producing: * 
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